
                            
                              Town of Whitingham
                             Planning Commission
                                  
                                  MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 12, 2018

These Minutes will be accepted into the public record (with any corrections noted) at a future meeting of the 
Whitingham Planning Commission.

Action Summary:
- Signed a Letee  o  ppe val o e the S lid Waste Implementat n  lan.

- V ted t  set the peemitng oee o e a cell t wee at $200.

Present:
Planning Commission: Beado ed Lackey (Chaie), Linda D naghue,  hil Edelstein, Keisten Beeeden,  etee

Baeus

Zoning Administrator: Gig Zb eay 

Windham Regional Commission: J hn Bennet

Call to Order
The meetng was called t   edee at :34:  M.

Hearing of Visitors (none)
Zoning Administration
Review  Solid  Waste  Implementation  Plan  and  sign  Letter  of
Approval
Theee  was  discussi n  ab ut  Whitngham leaving  Windham S lid  Waste  Management  Disteict  and

bec ming  ue  wn Waste Disteict, as indicated in the deaf T wn  lan. The Selectb aed will fle a S lid

Waste Implementat n  lan with Veem nt  NR and update the S lid Waste Oedinance.  Me. Bennet

explained that the Selectb aed w uld simply ad pt the Oedinance, n  heaeing w uld be eequieed, and

theee w uld be a sixty day appeal peei d dueing which citiens c uld pett n o e eepeal  e m difcat n.

Me. Lackey M ved that the  lanning C mmissi n sign the Letee  o  ppe val. Sec nd by Me. Edelstein.

All in Favor.

Review Fee Schedule for Telecommunications Tower & Bylaw
Ms. Zb eay discussed the Z ning  eemit Fees Schedule, n tng that the  lanning C mmissi n w uld

suggest  the  oee  schedule  and  the  Selectb aed  will  enact  it.     oee   o  $200.00  was  suggested  o e

Telec mmunicat ns Facilites. In discussi n it was n ted that the t wee at the Teansoee Stat n did n t

g  the ugh the l cal i ning pe cess. Me. Bennet explained that ace ss the state s me cell t wees had

been  peemited  undee   ct  250,  and  latee  undee  Sect n  248a  “Sitng   ppe val  Opt n  F e

Telec mmunicat ns Facilitess3
[This pe cess was ceeated as an  pt n o e telec mmunicat ns oacilites instead  o appe val undee 10 V.S. . chaptee 151 ( ct 250) and l cal

bylaws. Facilites appe ved undee Sect n 248a aee exempt oe m  ct 250 and l cal land use peemits. Beo ee issuing a C G, the  SB must fnd

that the oacility will  pe m te the geneeal g  d  o the state c nsistently with 40 V.S. . 202c(b), which sets  ut state telec mmunicat ns

p licy.] – VERMONT’S “SECTION 248a” SITING APPROVAL OPTION FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES –  ae n  dlee, Legislatve C unsel
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He explained that undee l cal bylaws, the  SB is n t inv lved, h wevee theee aee ciecumstances that

can teiggee  ct 250, such as pe p sing a new steuctuee m ee than 20 oeet highee than a building it is

affixed t x but io the site is less than an acee, and the t wn has b th i ning and subdivisi n eegulat ns,

 ct 250 is  n t inv kedx the T wn used a m del telec mmunicat ns bylaw devel ped by Veem nt

League  o Cites and T wns (VLCT). Theee was discussi n  o the scale  o the pe ject.

Me. Edelstein n ted that this pe ject has been in pe cess o e theee yeaes and is  o vital beneft t  the

T wnx it is  n peivate landx the lawyee o e VTEL had pe vided a c py  o the  edinance, which was n t

eeoeeenced in the T wn  lanx the  ublic Utlity C mmissi n  veesaw the t wee at the Teansoee Stat nx

this situat n has nevee aeisen beo eex and the Selectb aed supp ets this installat n. 

Theee was discussi n  o whethee  ct 250 w uld be teiggeeed. Me. Bennet n ted that seveeal t wees

have been pe p sed undee  ct  250,  and seveeal   thees,  in  eem te aeeas,  weee n t.  Me.  Edelstein

explained that VTEL has built 152 t wees in the aeea. Me. Bennet n ted that they all went the ugh  ct

250, and s me did n t io the eespectve t wns had ad pted the l cal bylawx  ct 248a had been ceeated

s  that applicants c uld av id the peemitng pe cess undee b th  ct 250 and l cal bylaws. One in

 utney had been teied undee  ct 250 and oailed. It was c nfemed that VTEL’s at eney had pe p sed t 

take the l cal e ute. Me. Edelstein discussed the l cat n and explained that the land wnee and VTEL

have signed an easement specioying that a t wee will be n  tallee than 90 oeet, and the l cat n is such

that a 90-o  t t wee it is unlikely t  be visible oe m any  thee pe peetes.

In discussi n  o oees it was n ted that theee is n ne cueeently listed o e a Telec mmunicat ns Facility.

Me. Edelstein explained that G ed n Mathews is VTEL’s at eney and wants t  g  the ugh the l cal

 edinance.  Me.  Edelstein  eec mmended  all wing  this.  $200.00  was  again  the  suggested  oee.  Ms.

Beeeden asked io this is a cell t wee  nly o e VTEL cust meesx Me. Edelstein explained that VTEL eents

space  n the Teansoee Stat n t wee and  wns  ne in Halioaxx he n ted that the T wn had asked VTEL

t  build this new t wee.

Me. Lackey m ved t  set the oee at $200. Sec nd by Ms. Beeeden. Passed with one against.

Ms. Zb eay n ted that theee will be a J int Heaeing  n this matee.

Review of Zoning Regulations edits
Theee was discussi n.  Ms.  D naghue had quest ns ab ut o ematng and defnit nsx  Ms.  Beeeden

asked  ab ut  eno ecement.  Me.  Bennet eead  oe m statutes,  fnding  n thing  ab ut  whethee  a  case

sh uld  g  beo ee  civil   e  ceiminal  c uetx  he  will  eeseaech  this  issue.  Theee  was  discussi n   o  the

eno ecement  pe cess,  and  the  Z ning   dministeat e’s  tcketng  auth eity.  Me.  Bennet suggested

l  king at Steat n’s i ning bylaw, as this has eecently been updated.

The C mmissi n discussed  etcle 4 (establishment  o disteicts), 4.4.4 (pe hibited uses)x the meaning  o

“use  n t  pe vided  o esx  claeifcat ns  weee  made.  The  C mmissi n  then  discussed   etcle  4,  4.4.2

(“geandoatheeings).  Me.  Bennet explained  the  distnct n,  citng  the  statute  all wing  l cal  bylawsx

p ssible claeifcat ns weee n ted o e eeseaechx it was assumed that the eegulat n was n t expected t 

be eete actve.  etcle 4, 4.1.1 (c nseevat n) was als  discussed and updates weee pe p sed. 

 etcle 4 will be  n the next  genda. Me. Bennet will eeview  etcle 4.



Chair’s Report and Correspondence
(N  eep et)

  c py  o Maelb e ’s i ning bylaw eevisi n was eeceived.

Other Business (none)
Schedule next meeting
 fee  discussi n,  fest  Thuesdays  weee  pe p sed  o e  eegulae  meetngs.  The  next  meetng  will  be

Thuesday, Maech 1, 2018.

Adjourn
Me. Baeus m ved t   dj uen. Sec nd by Me. Edelstein. The meetng was  dj uened at 8309  M.

Respectully submited,  etee Baeus, Febeuaey 15, 2018
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