
  
Whitingham Economic Development Group 

Via Zoom 

Minutes of Monday, February 1, 2021 

 
 
Attendees:  EDG Members: Gretchen Havreluk, Chair, Phil Edelstein, Carrie Northrup, and 
Karen Hein.  Others: Gig Zboray, Selectboard Office Administrator.  
 
Call to Order.  Additions or Changes to Agenda   
Meeting called to order at 5:03pm.  
 
Minutes of October 22, 2020:  A motion was made by Karen Hein to accept the Minutes of 
October 22, 2020 as written, seconded by Phil Edelstein, all in favor.  
 
Chamber & VCDA Dues:  Chamber of Commerce dues were paid in October.  The VT 
Community Development Association (VCDA) are $55 per year, they do 2 workshops per year 
on community development, as a member we would receive a discount to attend the workshops.  
A motion was made by Karen Hein to pay the dues when they next come up, seconded 
by Carrie Northrup, all in favor.  Gretchen will send Gig something from VCDA to pay off of. 
 
The Chamber website does not include the update that we provided in October.  Gretchen will 
push them to change it. 
 
Student Engagement in Town Government: Gretchen spoke with Anna Roth, Principal of Twin 
Valley Middle High School and feels like they made some progress on working towards the goal.  
Gretchen will reach out directly to the teachers about students interviewing businesses, taking 
photographs, fire safety, student member to join EDG.  There will be a photography class starting 
in April.  Seth was going to put together a list of local businesses that would be willing to be 
interviewed.  Students can go out and take photos of places of interest in Whitingham. 
 
Phil will contact Chris Walling to inform him of EDG goals, he may be interested as a Selectboard 
member and school liaison. 
 
Gretchen (or Seth) will reach out to Ashley Cromack at the school to make plans for the 
photography class. 
 
Gretchen will speak with Seth about reaching out to Denise Piffard to plan a virtual open house 
to talk about fire safety during their morning meeting.  
 
Karen talked about onboarding youth onto a committee and volunteered to research it so that 
any student(s) that might join EDG might feel like a valuable member and not a token member. 
 
 



 
Digital Marketing:  Gretchen is having a difficult time finding a vendor to provide this service for 
us, perhaps it is the budget amount.  She doesn’t believe having a student doing this is a great 
idea because they would need a credit card, etc.  We can try to ask Stephen Groundwater to 
attend the next meeting to teach us a little about Google analytics so that might encourage a 
marketing company to work with us. 
 
Connectivity Update: Phil provided an update of what is going on with the CUD. They are about 
to issue an RFP to about 10 different companies, they are hoping that between grant money and 
private investments they can get results.  Within a few months they should have a really good 
idea of where they are going. 
 
Number of Property Transfers since May 2020 According to Almira we had 88 property transfers 
in town since May.  Gretchen mentioned they may not all be sales of homes; it could be property 
transfers into a trust or some other type of transfer. Gretchen questioned if someone in the group 
wanted to go through the PTR list to get addresses if we want to send out information to these 
new people. 
 
Gig suggested the group work on making the post card before asking Almira or anyone else to 
get the PTR list.  Phil will work on the postcard. 
 
Update Route 100 Byway Pages We need to do a deep dive of the website and update it as 
necessary, perhaps add videos or photos.  https://www.vermontvacation.com/landing-
pages/byways/scenic-route-100-byway.  Karen Hein suggested inviting Patience Merriman to 
go through the site with us and create a structured way to update it.  Gretchen will do both. 
 
Rejoining the Bi-Town Group:. 
The next Bi-Town meeting is Thursday at 8am, Gretchen will send an email invitation. 
 
Review action items 

• Gretchen will send Gig an email about VCDA bill; will continue to reach out to advertising 
vendor; and will contact the Chamber to update their website. 

• Phil will contact Chris Walling to inform him of EDG goals, he may be interested as a 
Selectboard member and school liaison. 

• Gretchen (or Seth) will reach out to Ashley Cromack at the school to make plans for the 
photography class. 

• Gretchen will speak with Seth about reaching out to Denise Piffard to plan a virtual open 
house to talk about fire safety during their Morning Meeting.  

• Karen will research student(s) joining a board. 

• Gig will add a photo of the Elementary School to the website. 

• Gig will ask Stephen to attend the next meeting to show us a little about Google analytics. 

• Phil will work on postcard after Gretchen sends him a copy of Wilmington’s. 

• Gretchen will invite Patience Merriman to the next meeting to go through the Route 100 
Byway website. 

• Everyone should attend Bi-Town meeting on Thursday. 
 
Next meeting:  The next regular meeting would be February 25th at 5pm. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   ~Gig Zboray 
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