WHITINGHAM PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 6:30 p.m.

These Minutes will be accepted into the public record (with any corrections noted) at a future meeting of the
Whitingham Planning Commission.

Attending: Planning Commission: Brad Lackey (Chair); Keith Thompson; Peter Barus (Clerk);
Zoning Admin-Gig Zboray; WRC - Margo Ghia; Selectboard: Rick Gramlin and James Weber

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.
Additions or Changes to Agenda (None)
Hearing of visitors (for concerns not on the agenda) (None)

Public listening session to hear questions and comments on the Town Plan No one from the
public attended

Town Plan Updates:

Review of Energy Chapter

Ms. Ghia had provided copies of the draft Energy Chapter with proposed changes, covering
relevant state planning goals that must be addressed in Town Plans, and WRC recommendations
for consideration to add or adjust in the chapter. The commission reviewed documents and made
minor corrections. There was discussion on whether to draft an additional section on "Energy
Sources." ==James== agreed to compose a draft.

Corrections were made for punctuation, etc.; there was discussion of siting for wind and solar
generation.

Mr. Lackey noted a possible Town Garage upgrade.

Line by line review

Objections were raised and discussed, to creating a "town energy coordinator”, citing the goal of a
shorter more achievable town plan; it was decided to leave it in the Plan, and announce the
opening with other "available positions" in annual ads; the possibility of towns sharing services,
such as a town energy coordinator for seven towns, or an energy committee, was aired.

Policy 1: Encourage land use patterns that will lead to the conservation of energy.

Discussion: zoning allows more compact and efficient use of space.

Policy 2: Promote the use of renewable forms of energy.

Recommendation 2.1: Appoint a Town Energy Coordinator.

Recommendation 2.2: Promote the use of wood as a space heating fuel source and for small
scale industrial fuel uses as long as it meets all applicable emission standards. (Town Energy
Coordinator, when appointed)

Discussion: Whitingham is heavily forested; a wood burning community; this is already recoin the
Town Plan; no change.

Recommendation 2.4: Review existing zoning regulations and update as needed to regulate the



siting of systems that make use of renewable energy, such as solar panels and wind energy
systems

(Planning Commission).

Discussion: identify areas where this would be feasible; review zoning to allow certain solar
applications, etc.; no change.

Policy 3: Reduce energy consumption and increase energy efficiency across private and
municipal buildings.

Discussion: how to make meeting efficiency standards enforceable?

Recommendation 3.1: Regularly assemble and distribute educational material. (Town Energy
Coordinator, when appointed)

Recommendation 3.2: Conduct energy audits and high-cost savings weatherization projects in
municipal buildings

Discussion: “high value" weatherization;

Recommendation 3.3: Support car-pooling, public transportation, and van-pooling initiatives and
programs. (Town Energy Coordinator, when appointed)

Discussion: park 'n’ ride, moover (continue town support); coordinator not needed here;

Recommendation 3.4 Promote and encourage pedestrian and bicycle use as alternative modes
of travel. (Town Energy Coordinator, when appointed)

Discussion: move it to Transportation (if not in there already)

Policy 4: ADD: The Town will work with Jacksonville Electric to meet renewable energy standard
requirements

Policy 5: Encourage electric customers to work with Jacksonville Electric Company, Green
Mountain Power, and Efficiency Vermont (ADD: or similar) to optimize power usage. ADD: Town
Energy Coordinator/Committee

Discussion: coordinator committee? are there things in place now? (Rick: Jacksonville Electric
offers rebates; mailing once a year; SEVCA and members working to create a utility like Efficiency
Vt; no approval yet but possible? "Efficiency Utilities"; (20267); 12 Vt public power supply utilities,
2 co-ops; James discussed "grid-wide battery" plan; reduce transmission costs, engineers working
on this; will draft a paragraph for perusal; transmission costs expected to double in five years;
because of peak load share across all New England; must pay if we don't have equal cost share;
Town Plan is not regulatory for the village of Jacksonville, villages might not have their own; not
required.



Review and accept the Minutes of 10.08.25 Mr. Lackey moved to accept the Minutes for
October 8, 2025. Second by Mr. Barus. All in favor.

Review budget for 2026/27 (tabled)
Other business (none)

Adjourn Mr. Thompson moved to Adjourn, second by Mr. Lackey. The meeting was Adjourned at
7:44 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter Barus, Clerk

Appendix

Town Plan Update Schedule

Discussion: PC meetings 3rd Tuesdays; no December meeting.

Whitingham Town Plan Update Schedule 2025/2026

Date Chapters Actions to Review

July 8, 2025 Kick-Off meeting

August 13 2025 No Meeting

September 10, 2025 Vision, Goals, Community Profile

October 8, 2025 Economic Development

November 19, 2025 Public listening session, Energy

January 20, 2026 Transportation, Community Facilities, Economic Development action research
February 2026 Natural Resources

March 2026 Housing, 1st Land Use Discussion

April 2026 Land Use

May 2026 Complete Draft Review, Compatibility with Other Plans, Implementation

June 2026 Set public hearing date, Remainder PC public hearing, SB public hearing, SB

Meeting for approval & Vote on WRC review



