Town of Whitingham
Planning Commission

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 6, 2020

These Minutes will be accepted into the public record (with any corrections noted) at a future meeting of the
Whitingham Planning Commission.

The Whitingham Planning Commission held a special meeting with Site Plan Review
Hearing on Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 7:00pm in the Whitingham Municipal Center,
2948 VT Route 100, Jacksonville, VT.

Attendees: Brad Lackey, Chair; members: Peter Barus, Linda Donaghue and Keith
Thompson; Gig Zboray, Zoning Administrator; Merlin Bartels, I, resident/applicant.

Call to Order,
Brad Lackey called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

Additions or Changes to Agenda: none

Hearing of Visitors none

Site Plan Review Hearing for change of use

Brad Lackey opened the hearing portion of the meeting by reading the hearing notice. The
Planning Commission reviewed the application from Mr. Bartels for change of use to add
“‘home industry” to his property at 268 North Ryder Pond Road, Whitingham.

Mr. Bartels recently moved from Colorado, while living there he had a Federal Firearms
License for 9 years. With the FFL he provides transfer services to people who purchase
firearms online. An individual purchases their own firearms which are sent to Mr. Bartels.
Mr. Bartels does the background check and when approved will provide the firearm to the
purchaser. He will not manufacture firearms. He will not construct any new buildings or
tax the electrical grid.

He lives at the end of the road, he does not foresee any parking issues, his business will
be open by appointment only.

Criteria to be reviewed:

1. Traffic — not much traffic will be generated.

2. Traffic circulation and parking — plenty of parking and turn around space available.

3. Adequacy of landscaping, screening and setbacks to achieve compatibility and
protection of adjacent properties — not an issue, his property is at the end of the road

4. Protection of renewable energy resources — not an issue

5. Exterior lighting — Mr. Bartels provided photos of the property and lighting, he will not

be adding any lighting and property is not near neighbors — not an issue.

Signage — none — not an issue.

General performance standards: noise, vibration, smoke, dust, heat, moisture,

electronic emissions or signals, glare, lights, liquid or solid wastes, fire, safety,

explosive, or other hazards, soil erosion and/or discharge of sediment, stormwater flow

levels, etc. — none of which are an issue.
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Linda questioned how firearms are shipped — FedEx or UPS and must be shipped
between licensees. Guns on the property will be locked in a gun safe. Gun recipient must
fill out specific paperwork and provide a copy of their drivers license which is all provided
to the FBI who will provide a yes or no answer.

Peter questioned the quantities of what would be shipped — for instant cases of AK47’s.
No only allowed to do 3 transfers at a time. Is there any assembly or gun smithing
involved — no.

Keith questioned if there was waste or explosive materials — no the only ammo on the
property would be for his own use. The only anticipated waste is packing materials which
will likely be recycled.

Brad Lackey made a motion to approve the Change of Use to add home industry to
268 North Ryder Pond Road, seconded by Keith Thompson, all in favor.

Approve Minutes of July 14, 2020

A motion was made by Brad Lackey to accept the Minutes of July 14, 2020 as
written, seconded by Linda Donaghue, all in favor. There were no meetings in in
August or September.

Next Meeting: will be December 8, 2020 at 7pm to review budget and possibly finalize the
zoning regulation updates.

Adjourn
A motion to adjourn was made by Peter Barus at 7:26pm, seconded by Linda

Donaghue, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Gig Zboray, Zoning Administrator



