TOWN OF WHITINGHAM

PLANNING C0MMISSION

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

P.O. BOX 529

JACKSONVILLE, VT 05341

A joint public hearing was held by the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Planning Commission on

APRIL 11, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. 

 


AT THE JACKSONVILLE MUNICIPAL CENTER

for the purpose of hearing an application for change of use and site plan review per the Town of Whitingham Zoning Regulations.  The application is made by:

KEVIN AND LYNN FEAL-STAUB FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 364 REED HILL ROAD IN JACKSONVILLE

The waiver consists of:

FOR ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT: CHANGE OF USE FOR A BUSINESS CONDITIONAL USE NOT PROVIDED FOR IN THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND FOR PLANNING COMMISSION: SITE PLAN REVIEW OF PROPOSED BUSINESS SITE.

ATTENDANCE: ZBA: Dave Dumaine, Troy Felisko, Craig Aekus, Dana Dix, Marshall Dix, Scott Reed.  PC: Brad Lackey, Kristen Breeden, Peter Barus, Linda Donaghue.  Applicants: Kevin and Lynn Feal-Staub.  Zoning Administrator: Gig Zboray.  Clerk for both ZBA and PC: Linda Donaghue.

Visitors: Annabel Tobey, Roy and Jane Bails.
Dave Dumaine made a motion to open the hearing at 7:03, Craig Aekus seconded, all in favor.

Brad Lackey opened the discussion of the site plan approval, reading from the zoning regulations.  He noted that proposed parking appears to be adjacent to the road.  Lynn Feal-Staub responded that a ditch exists to prevent cars from being too close to the road.

Annabel Tobey discussed the Feal-Staub’s having a large party with many cars and she was concerned what would happen in the future.  The Feal-Staubs noted that they did hold an anniversary party and the word spread.  Brad Lackey returned the focus to the site plan review, including the requirements for two parking spaces for the building itself, with an additional two spaces for visitors; or two families at a time, numbering up to eight people in addition to two “running the show.”

Mr. Lackey brought forward screening on the downhill side of the parking which would provide some visual obstruction from the neighbors.  Utilization of resources does not appear to be an issue.  Applicants said there is one exterior light and they do not plan to install more.  Their application includes installing one sign (4 ft. by 4 ft.).

General performance standards: applicants noted no appreciable noise from the printer or potters’ wheel.  Other performance standards did not create concerns.

Kristen Breeden asked where the water for the potters’ wheel come from and where does it go after its use?  Kevin noted that the state has determined no Act 250 permit is required but the State will require installation of a septic system even if they utilize a fully composting toilet.

Peter Barus asked if lead was still an issue with pottery glazes and Lynn Feal-Staub responded in the negative.

Dave Dumaine asked the Feal-Staubs specifically about the project. Lynn Feal-Staub described the printing and art equipment brought in for use by family and friends.  They didn’t want to fund all their friends’ art projects so they wanted to request funds to cover costs.  They felt that asking for money turned the use into a business and they then submitted their application for conditional use.

The question of the “business” came up for discussion with the Bails’ opposing the idea of a business in this residential area.  Troy Felisko asked if there was an intention to establish a retail business and the applicants denied this.

Annabel Tobey agreed that a “party” once in a while is not a problem.

Dave Dumaine asked for details about allowable signs.  According to the Zoning Regulations a business would be allowed a sign up to 32 square feet.

Referring back to the toilet situation, Lynn Feal-Staub admitted that they could not afford to install a septic system at this time.  She asked the rhetorical question as to whether the system could tie in with their adjacent “primitive camp”.  Brad Lackey replied that it would be possible and if there was septic for a home, the project could be deemed a home occupation or home industry.  Peter Barus offered his opinion that as a former potter that he does not see a “beachhead” for a business on a grand scale.

There was discussion of how often the “primitive camp” was occupied.  Annabel Tobey indicated that she has been marking on a calendar when she believed the camp was being occupied and that it was more than sixty days last year.

Lynn Feal-Staub noted that at this point in time they plan to save money to put in a septic system and establish a residence with a home occupation/industry.

At 7:57pm the applicants withdrew their application.  The ZBA and Zoning Administrator discussed how best to regard the withdrawal, as it has never happened during the hearing process before.

Dave Dumaine and Gig  Zboray will draft the appropriate letter.

At 8:07, Marshall Dix made a motion to send a letter to the applicants to accept the withdrawal of the application, seconded by  Troy Felisko, all in favor.

Craig Aekus made a motion to adjourn at 8:10pm, seconded by Marshall Dix, all in favor.

