OFFICE OF THE SELECTBOARD
Town of Whitingham

P.O. Box 560

Jacksonville, Vermont 05342
A Meeting of the Whitingham Selectboard was held on Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 7:30 PM, at the Selectboard Office, Municipal Center in Jacksonville, Vermont.  The following Selectboard members were present: Chair, Keith Bronson; Vice Chair, Allan Twitchell; Selectboard Members, Greg Brown, Robin Kingsley and Karl Twitchell along with Administrator, Ms. Bonnie Jo Radasch.  Guest:  Lister, Jenepher Burnell and Jonathan Boos, President, Deerfield Valley Sportsmen’s Club. 
7:30 Selectboard Chair, Keith Bronson, called the meeting of the Whitingham Selectboard to order, inviting Lister, Jenepher Burnell to the table.
Ms. Burnell said she was at the meeting to provide the Selectboard with an update from the second visit by the Reading, VT Listers to Whitingham.  She indicated that Reading Listers had brought with them a check list of how they break down land in very particular ways, utilizing a numeric system.  “A summary report to the Selectboard is anticipated near the end of the month,” said Lister Burnell.  “Reading Listers could see some places where we could make some changes,” she continued.  “Whitingham Listers have made no house visits since 2004; (Lister) Howard (Dix) and I have been talking about this.  Reading feels confident if we address certain areas, and perhaps get in a consultant, like Doug MacArthur, that could be sufficient… and I still want to do visits.”

Ms. Burnell, “We’re paying attention to houses on the market.”

Mr. Greg Brown, “Do you have a way of knowing if there is a cash transaction on the side?”

Brief discussion.

Ms. Burnell, “These types of sales skew the numbers because of how the State does their figuring.  We have been starting to send out sales verification forms and are discovering additional information from taking that step.

Mr. Robin Kingsley, “What are you talking about, moving forward?”

Ms. Burnell, “Numbers concern me.  Reading Listers made some adjustments and then the numbers came in “right on”.  Reading is going to talk to NEMRC principles in regard to potential software related modifications.  I am expecting Reading to provide a report at the end of the month.”  At 7:51, Ms. Burnell departed.

7:51 Chair, Keith Bronson, acknowledged Ms. Almira Aekus, Town Clerk, Treasurer, Tax Collector who secured the signature of Mr. Allan Twitchell, as one of the Old Home Week Chairs, as a signer on the Old Week checking account.  Ms. Aekus noted other signers would include Ms. Denise Carrier, Mr. Mike and Ms. Carol Mandracchia, as well as the Town Treasurer (Aekus).  Additionally, she noted that Mr. Phil Edelstein, the Old Home Week Treasurer, would not be a signer on the account.  Selectboard thanked her for the information.

7:53 Ms. Aekus then spoke to the Selectboard about an 8% penalty for late filing of Homestead Declaration, noting the Town receives a $15 late filing fee.  “My concerns are of the 8%, not the $15.  It would seem to make sense to consider not charging the 8%, as it can be a significant impact on the population that is hit with it.”

7:54 A motion was made by Greg Brown for the Town not to charge the 8% penalty on late filed Homestead Declaration in perpetuity; Mr. Robin Kingsley seconded.  Four were in favor but Chair, Keith Bronson did not voice a vote at all.  At 7:55, Ms. Aekus departed.

7:56 It was noted that in a conversaton with Mr. Richard Tefft, he had indicated there may be a manual related to sewer repairs, and an associated schedule of repairs.  Suggest Town Clerk may see if there is a copy filed in town records.  Brief discussion surfaced the possibility that a large repair may be coming up, something in the neighborhood of a quarter million to fix.

7:58  Review VLCT-PACIF Insurance details.  Selectboard discussed valuations on certain properties as well as figures related to contents.  Sufficient questions emerged to continue the discussion at the next meeting with a VLCT-PACIF Representative, potentially through teleconference.

7:59 Selectboard inquired of Mr. Jonathan Boos if there was something he wished to discuss.  Mr. Boos indicated he had come in the event anyone from the Deerfield Valley Sportsmen’s Club or neighbors were at the meeting.  Mr. Boos departed.

8:18 A motion was made by Chair, Keith Bronson to approve a contract amendment for e-cycling collection that provides the National Center for Electronics Recycling (NCER) will no longer reimburse the town for recycled electronic goods at 5 cents per pound; Mr. Greg Brown seconded.  All in favor.

8:21 Chair signed a document from Sovernet, requesting access to Fairpoint account in order to better assess needs of the town in providing a proposal for improved, less expensive wi-fi and potentially improved telephone service.
8:25  A motion was made by Mr. Allan Twitchell for Selectboard to approve the Payables Warrant, dated October 15, 2015; Mr. Karl Twitchell seconded.  All in favor.
8:28 A motion was made by Mr. Karl Twitchell for Selectboard to approve the Payroll Warrant, dated October 15, 2015; Mr. Allan Twitchell seconded.  All in favor.

8:31 Administrator presented possibility (emerging from discussions with Treasurer and Bookkeeper) for EDG payments to migrate to the main payables warrant, noting it would do away with the necessity of creating a extra EDG-related warrant, but would not provide the clarity that the separate warrant does.  Selectboard discussion provided that the current manner of presenting EDG payables provides greater transparency and works well, deciding to continue with the current system.

8:35 The topic of Administrator’s retirement was introduced with potential timing discussed.  Siting health concerns, Administrator expressed consideration of an early date.

8:45 A motion was made by Mr. Greg Brown for Selectboard to enter Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter; motion seconded by Mr. Robin Kingsley.  All in favor.
9:00 With no decisions made, a motion to exit Executive Session was made by Chair Keith Bronson; motion seconded by Mr. Greg Brown.  All in favor.

9:03 The Selectboard accepted Administrator’s retirement resignation for a date two weeks hence.  Mr. Brown inquired, “You have comp and vacation time coming, right?”  Ms. Radasch responded, “yes.”  

9:04 Preliminary discussion related to considerations of increasing the size of the Board of Listers; discussion to be continued.

9:12 Miscellaneous other business.

9:18 A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Greg Brown; seconded by Mr. Robin Kingsley.  All in favor.
9:18 Chair Keith Bronson declared the meeting adjourned.

These minutes have not been approved. 

Respectfully submitted,

Bonnie Jo Radasch, Administrator

Town of Whitingham
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