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                              Town of Whitingham 
                             Office of the Selectboard 

 

                                  MINUTES OF JUNE 2, 2021 
 
 

These Minutes are considered a DRAFT until accepted into the public record (with any corrections 

noted) at a future meeting of the Whitingham Selectboard. 

 
The Whitingham Selectboard held a regular meeting at 6:30pm in the Selectboard Office of the 
Whitingham Municipal Center on Wednesday, June 2, 2021.   
 
Selectboard members present: Scott Reed, Chair; Craig Hammer, Vice Chair; Phil Edelstein, and 
Chris Walling.  
 
Others present:  Gig Zboray, Selectboard Office Administrator; Almira Aekus, Clerk/Treasurer; 
Marylee Putnam, Payroll Clerk; Kristine Sweeter, Librarian; Stan Janovsky, Road Commissioner. 
 
Others attending remotely: Michael Smith, engineer. 
 
Call to Order.  Additions or Changes to Agenda  
Scott Reed called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. There were minor changes to the agenda since 
it was posted. 
 
Hearing of visitors (for concerns not on the agenda)  none 
 
Sewer:  
Ratify extension of construction bid time to June 8th or extend to a later date 
The state has not provided a detailed review of the bid documents as issued, if we had the bid 
opening on June 1st as originally scheduled, we could have potentially lost funding.  The 
extension to June 8th is not long enough, the state suggested extending to June 15th.  A motion 
was made by Craig Hammer to extend the sewer construction bid opening to 3pm on 
June 15th, seconded by Chris Walling, all in favor. 
 
Appoint a town representative to sign contract and financial documents related to the sewer 
construction project 
Weston and Sampson engineers would like Gig appointed as the town representative to sign 
contract and financial documents. Gig is willing to sign if the Selectboard authorizes her to sign 
each document as they come in. 
 
A motion was made by Chris Walling to appoint Gig Zboray, Selectboard Office 
Administrator, to act as the Town’s representative for the Whitingham Wastewater 
System Improvements project and give her authorization to sign contract and financial 
documents related to the aforementioned project; with the understanding that the 
Selectboard will first approve these documents for execution, seconded by Phil 
Edelstein, all in favor. 
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Fiscal Sustainability Plan Certification Form  
A document required for sewer funding is the “Fiscal Sustainability Plan Certification Form”, the 
items required on the form include an inventory of critical assets, evaluation of condition and 
performance of assets, evaluate and implement water and energy conservation efforts, a plan 
for maintaining and repairing should have all been addressed during the design phase.  Michael 
Smith will discuss the matter with Tom Brown, funding agent for CWSRF. 
 
Highway 
Nothing 
 
Fire Engine #2  is getting a water pump for the motor and should be back in service tomorrow. 
 
Zoning Board of Adjustment: change to a 5-member board 
The Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) is currently a 7-member board but has 5 active 
members.  Advertisement of the vacancies has been posted around town and in the annual 
newsletter but there has been no interest. In accordance with state statue (24 V.S.A. § 4460 
(b)) the Selectboard may determine the number of members for the ZBA.  A motion was made 
by Scott Reed to change the Zoning Board of Adjustment to a five-member board 
effective immediately, seconded by Phil Edelstein, all in favor. 
 
COVID 8,000 more citizens to get vaccinated before the state can fully open. 
 
Discuss/Adopt updated Personnel Policy 
The Personnel Policy is being updated to add in the new Clothing Allowance Policy, the 
Vacation Buy-Back Policy, the inclusion of Martin Luther King holiday, to clarify full-time versus 
less than full-time and to prorate time-off benefits appropriately.  
 
Questions were asked and answered.  It was noted that the table of contents is incorrect.  Gig 
will update the policy as drafted and have it ready for adoption at June 16th meeting. 
 
Approval of Payables Warrant – June 3, 2021 
A motion was made by Craig Hammer to approve Payables Warrant #W2150 dated June 
3, 2021, seconded by Chris Walling, all in favor.   
 
Approval of Payroll Warrant – June 3, 2021 
A motion was made by Craig Hammer to approve Payroll Warrant #W2149 dated June 3, 
2021, seconded by Phil Edelstein, all in favor. 
 
Approve Minutes of May 19, 2021 
A motion was made by Phil Edelstein to accept the Minutes of May 19, 2021, as written, 
seconded by Scott Reed, all in favor. 
 
Library 
The library will host drive in movies approximately every other Thursday at the Municipal Center.  
The board approved. 
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Ms. Sweeter questioned if we were back to normal by running events through Ms. Aekus’ 
calendar rather than through the Selectboard.  That answer is subject to change depending on 
how the pandemic plays out.  For right now regular events can be scheduled through Ms. Aekus’ 
municipal center calendar, larger or irregular events should be run by the Selectboard for 
approval. 
 
Other business / Office Administrator – as needed  
Blueberry Festival  The annual Deerfield Valley Blueberry Festival is scheduled for July 30 
through August 8th.  Events could be scheduled here in Jacksonville on July 30th if we would 
like to participate.  The library is willing to organize an outdoor market.  The Selectboard agreed 
to participate and that EDG funds can be used to pay for a band.  In the past we have had a 
band and an antique car show was held at the Briggs parking lot.  Two years ago, the market 
and band were at the Eames Village Park, but the library would like to return to the Municipal 
Center lot due to traffic concerns and limited space at the park. The Selectboard supports the 
change back to the Municipal Center lot.  Mr. Hammer will discuss the car show with Mr. Dupuis 
who rents the Briggs’ property.  Ms. Aekus will also discuss the car show with Mike Mandraccia, 
who has organized it in the past. 
 
Group of Homeschoolers request to use dining hall  the only open day is Wednesday, but not 
every week of the month.  The board would like more information such as age group, the 
purpose, the outline. 
 
ARPA Money the town is expecting $124,000, Ms. Aekus suggested that the board consider 
building another bathroom in the corner between the library and the clerk’s office. 
 
Adjourn 
A motion to adjourn was made by Phil Edelstein, seconded by Chris Walling all in favor.   
 
Scott Reed adjourned the meeting at 7:50 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted,    
~Gig Zboray 
 
 


